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Welcome

As I begin my second year 
at Penn State, I would like 
to give an update of what we 
did last year and our plans 
for the next year. With the 
help of a tremendous team of 

Extension Educators, I toured 
several regions of the state to learn more about 
Pennsylvania Horticulture. Most of my career has 
been in the mid-Atlantic area, but Pennsylvania is 
a great place to be a horticulturist. The varied soils 
and climate and proximity to markets have allowed 
the development of a large, diverse and evolving 
horticulture industry. I have really enjoyed learning 
about all the different facets of horticulture in the 
state, and as we face future challenges we must 
remember that our primary mission is to develop 
and deliver new information to our students and 
the citizens of the Commonwealth.

Like all departments in the College, we developed 
a strategic plan to guide us through the next three 
years. We identiýed two broad goals, the ýrst 
of which is to increase enrollment and enhance 
student success. To accomplish this goal, we will 
need help from our alumni and the industry. We 
will be working with County Extension Educators, 
the Alumni Group and industry organizations 
to help us recruit new students and to provide 
them with meaningful internship experiences and 
employment. A part of this goal will also include 
evaluating the current curriculum to ensure 
that it is relevant and prepares our students for 
successful careers in horticulture. The second 
goal involves enhancing departmental þexibility 
and capitalizing on funding opportunities. As 
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Hort Alumni Update

As the leaves start to change, we think about 
football, tailgates and Penn State!  The Horticulture 
Alumni group ofýcers have been taking a 
much needed vacation to regroup.  We need to 
reconsider our direction, ýnd new alumni to lead 
the group and determine how we can have more 
participation from our Alum.  We need your help.  
Please contact us with your ideas on what direction 
the Horticulture Alumni group should go, fund 
raising activities and volunteers to take charge of 
this ñchangeò.  One ofýcer, Tracey Harpster, has 
been an ofýcer for at least the last 12 years.  Sheôs 
done a wonderful job, but would like to hand off 
the duties to another Horticulture Alumni.  We 
need new and energetic blood (alumni) to take us 
down a different path and revive the existing Hort 
alumni group.  Other College alumni groups have 
been successful at this and so can we! 

How you can get involved – come to this  years 
Ag Alumni tailgate on November 5th and talk to 
us then.   If you can not make this events, please 
email us or call us.  We want your comments!!!  

Here is a brief wrap up of this yearôs activity.  
This past spring, Tracey and I taught “Flower 
Arranging” class through the State College 
Area School District Community Education. 
The money raised from this class is used to fund 
our Hort Alumni annual scholarship.  The 2005 
scholarship recipient is Kacee Wheeland from 
State College, PA.

Mary Wodecki
President
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public funding for higher education, and especially 
for agricultural research and Cooperative 
Extension, continue to decline, we must identify 
new strategies for funding our programs.  We 
plan to better exploit funding opportunities from 
international and industrial sources, and to be more 
involved in collaborative research efforts. In the 
past, most external funding was used to support 
research activities, but future successful Extension 
programs and some instructional programs will 
require external funding. To accomplish this, 
we will be working with commodity groups and 
alumni to develop strategies for funding programs 
that are important to the industry.

To improve information dissemination, we are 
working to improve our departmental web site 
at http://horticulture.psu.edu/. In addition to 
information about the people in the department 
and their professional activities, featured sites 
include consumer horticulture, plasticulture, 
master gardening, center for greenroof research, 
and the trial gardens, as well as a site for each 
commodity. We will continue to update and 
improve our web site to make it more informative 
and user-friendly.      

The Horticulture Department at Penn State has 
a long history and tradition of excellence. Last 
fall the Horticulture Club presented its 91st Hort 
Show and you can view a slide show or movies at 
http://hortweb.cas.psu.edu/hortclub/movieplayer.
html#. The department also participated in 
Ag Progress Days, Farm Show, Pennsylvania 
Landscape and Nursery Conference, Mid-
Atlantic Fruit & Vegetable Conference, and the 
Philadelphia Flower Show. The department will 
celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2007 and we will 
kickoff our celebration as the featured department 
in the Agricultural Sciences Exhibits Building at 
the 2006 Ag progress Days. We hope you will 
come refresh  your memory about the history of 
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the department and learn what we are doing 
today.

Overall the department had a very good year, as 
you will see in the remainder of this newsletter, 
and we look forward to another good year.  I hope 
to see you at some of the alumni events this fall 
and your support and feedback is always greatly 
appreciated.

Rich Marini 
Professor and Head

ALCA
By: Dan Stearns

The Horticulture Department was well-represented 
at the 2005 Student Career Days sponsored by 
PLANET, the Professional Landcare Network.  
Three faculty and 42 students spent four days 
at the University of Maryland competing in 23 
events and participating in a career fair attended 
by 110 companies from across the nation.  Over 
900 students attended the event, representing 56 
schools.

The trip began with a tour of Ruppert Nurseries, 
Laytonsville, MD, where students viewed the 
company headquarters before heading to the ýelds 
to observe digging and planting operations.  The 
quality of facilities and operations impressed all.  

Penn State had its best-ever showing at the awards 
ceremony, with nine students collecting awards, 
and two receiving $1000 scholarships:

Chad Spidell	
First Place in Safety Management

Doug Muth and Justin O’Conner	
           Second Place in Arboriculture Techniques
Lucinda Bray	

Second Place in Landscape Design 
Jeff Gowen, Erinn Otterson, and Jeff Krezo	
	 Third Place in Landscape Installation

Continued on page 3 
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Horticulture Department Items 
for Sale

		  Golf Shirts	 $15
		  Sweatshirts	 $24
		  Coffee Mugs	 $ 5

Please contact Tracey Harpster at 814-865-3190 
or TLH8@psu.edu. Thank you.

Flower Judging Team 
Competes

By: Dr. Robert Berghage

The þower judging team went to Illinois to compete 
in the 64th Annual National Intercollegiate Floral 
Crop Quality Evaluation and Design Competition 
on April 6-8. Five students participated. Katie 
Sanford, Bristol Konjoian, Stefý Gannon, 
Dianne Schramm, and Jody Layton.

Katie Sanford placed 4th in her design 
competition.

Dianne Schramm took 3rd place in her design 
competition.

Congratulations to this years team!

Continued from page  2
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Dan Neuhaus and Neil Mosier	

Third Place in Wood Construction
Joe Stitt				  
	 $1000 scholarship
Julianne Wilkinson			 
	 $1000 scholarship

Many other students turned in ýne performances, 
including Bill Beerman, Mary Colson, and 
Dianne Schramm, who ýnished 7th, 8th, and 
12th, respectively.   

The Penn State contingent was accompanied 
by Arboriculture Instructor Jim Savage and 
Landscape Contracting alumni Eddie Anewalt 
and Scott Burk.  More than 20 other alums were 
in attendance, representing companies from as far 
away as San Francisco.  Their presence inspired 
our students and instilled a great amount of pride 
in our faculty.  

Student Career Days 2006 will be hosted by 
Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah.

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 31 - 			   Mid-Atlantic
February 2, 2006		  Fruit & Vegetables 
				    Conference

February 15 & 16, 2006	 2006 Christmas 	
				    Tree Management 
				    Short Course
			 
February 7 - 9, 2006 		  60th PLNA
				    Conference

March 5 - 12, 2006		  Philadelphia 
				    Flower Show

August 15 - 17, 2006 		 Ag Progress Days



	 The Horticulture Department awarded 
$145,418 in scholarships and awards to 118 
students for the 2005 - 2006 academic year. 
	 Scholarship and award recipients are 
chosen by unit scholarship committees as well 
as a college-wide committee on the basis of their 
qualiýcations and donor-established guidelines. 
	 The amount awarded is listed next to the 
name of the scholarship. The notation immediately 
following a studentôs name is an abbreviation for 
the students major (HORT. - Horticulture, LSCPE 
- Landscaping, PLPHY - Plant Physiology).
	 If you wish to make a contribution towards 
any of these scholarships, or are considering 
establishing a new scholarship, contact: Denise 
Connelly, Asst. to Dean, College of Agricultural 
Sciences, Penn State, 140 Ag Administration 
Bldg., University Park, PA 16802; phone (814) 
865-0113; email - dcc6@psu.edu.

Penn State Hort. Club Scholarship $2022
Jeoffrey B. Kochem, HORT, Hamilton, NY
Curtis N. Runyan, LSCPE, Marion Center, PA

Patrick Bennett Scholarship $1602
Jeffrey M. Gowen, LSCPE, Ebensburg, PA

Twig & Blossom Garden Club Scholarship 
$3000
Joshua B. Ickes, LSCPE, Imler, PA
Rachel A. Itle, HORT, Jeanette, PA

Darrell Walker Scholarship $1565
Joseph B. Gerber, HORT, St. Maryôs, PA 

Brickman Scholarship $2000
Kaitlin Feeney, LSCPE, Fairfax, VA
Christopher M. Powers, LSCPE, White Hall, 
MD 

Robert P. Meahl Scholarship $1362
Zachery J. Hammaker, LSCPE, Duncannon, PA

Wilbur & Mary Cherry Scholarship $1160
Benjamin J. Keim, HORT, Reading, PA  

Aden & Merna Francis Scholarship $1580
Christopher J. Reid, HORT, Orrtanna, PA

Joseph Johnston Scholarship $8396
Kacee Wheeland, HORT, Port Matilda, PA
Emily L. Black, HORT, Aspers, PA
Michah S. Gragg, HORT, Weedville, PA
Jennifer Bixler, HORT, Grantville, PA
Kristie Basta, HORT, Chagrin Falls, OH
Kelly L. Martin, HORT, Birdsboro, PA

Catherine Imbt Scholarship $5520
Erinn R. Otterson, LSCPE, Enola, PA
Kyle W. Narsavage, LSCPE, Silver Springs, MD
Jeremy T. Fitzgerald, HORT, Rockwood, PA 
Andrew H. Thompson, LSCPE, Street, MD
Christopher L. Speers, HORT, Fayetteville, PA 
Jessica Bly, LSCPE, Fairýeld, CT

John Weinberger Scholarship $2255
Anthony F. Capotosto, LSCPE, Friendsville, PA
Laura R. Maynard, LSCPE, Wellsboro, PA 

Klopp Scholarship Award $278
Mary L. Colson, HORT, Pilesgrove, NJ

Harry Skinner Scholarship $4720
Curtis N. Runyan, LSCPE, Marion Center, PA
Luke T. Hallman, HORT, Pennsburg, PA
Eric D. Kobb, LSCPE, Media, PA 
Matthew C. Froncillo, LSCPE, West Chester, PA

Oliver Christman Scholarship $15,410
Curtis N. Runyan, LSCPE, Marion Center, PA 
Ashley J. Krznaric, LSCPE, Monongahela, PA
Christopher  Powers, LSCPE, White Hall, MD
Alison M. Waltier, LSCPE, Corry, PA 
Lonnie J. Williams, LSCPE, Altoona, PA 
Nicholas J. Duffy, LSCPE, Cranberry Twp., PA 

2005 - 2006  Horticulture Department 
Scholarships and Awards



Oliver Christman Scholarship $15,410 cont’d
Elizabeth A. Egan, LSCPE, Altoona, PA 
Jeffrey R. Erb, LSCPE, Lancaster, PA 
Jennifer R. Kelley, LSCPE, Philadelphia, PA 
Kabel C. Kellogg, LSCPE, Shinglehouse, PA
Martin T. Kinnaman, LSCPE, Bangor, PA 
Jamie L. Love, LSCPE, Saxonburg, PA 
Alex G. Peck, LSCPE, Lewisburg, PA 
Steven P. Schaffer, LSCPE, Coplay, PA
Chad B. Spidell, LSCPE, Home, PA
Adam M. Davis, LSCPE, Marion Center, PA
Daniel B. Neuhaus, LSCPE, Dallastown, PA

J. Franklin & Agnes Styer Scholarship $12,662
Jeffrey M. Gowen, LSCPE, Ebensburg, PA
Zachary J. Harding, HORT, State College, PA
Jane E. Dahms, HORT, Dupont, PA
Julie R. Harr, LSCPE, Queen, PA
James B. Rowse, LSCPE, Beaver, PA 
Justin OôConnor, LSCPE, Pittsburgh, PA 
Sharon E. Barbour, LSCPE, Great Meadows,  NJ
Nicole L. Shemansky, LSCPE, Derry, PA 
James M. Nolte, LSCPE, State College, PA 
Derek S. Matthews, LSCPE, Saxton, PA 
John E. Holtzinger, LSCPE, Bellwood, PA 
Jaison D. Van Horn, LSCPE, Gibsonia, PA 
Adam C. Maslonik, LSCPE, Patton, PA 
Allen M. Muszynski, HORT, Philadelphia, PA 
Kelby A. Taylor, HORT, Birdsboro, PA 
Claudia H. DeVuono, LSCPE, Laurel, MD
Joseph T. Curley, LSCPE, Mechanicsburg, PA 
Andrew P. Myers, LSCPE, Altoona, PA 
Joseph K. Peterson, LSCPE, Wyalusing, PA 

Joseph & Sharon Strite Scholarship $ 2705
Jeremy Simmoms, HORT, Venetia, PA 

J. Lupton & Eva Mecartney Scholarship 
$26,350
Jeoffrey B. Kochem, HORT, Hamilton, NY
Kacee Wheeland, HORT, Port Matilda, PA 
Christopher J. Reid, HORT, Orrtanna, PA 
Emily L. Black, HORT,  Aspers, PA 
Sarah A. Rhynalds, HORT, State College, PA 
Joseph B. Gerber, HORT, St. Maryôs, PA
Jonelle C. Carruthers, HORT, Curwensville, PA
Julie L. Flinchbaugh, HORT, York, PA 

J. Lupton & Eva Mecartney Scholarship 
$26,350 contôd
Hans K. Tornquist, HORT, Morgantown, PA 
Lauren A. Rowe, HORT, Bethlehem. PA 
Jessica L. Lenker, HORT, Blain, PA 
Stephanie M. Lenhart, HORT, Irwin, PA
Kaile Taylor, HORT, North East, PA 
Jordane E. Fairchild, HORT,  Watsontown, PA 

George Sherlock Scholarship $5570
Gregory W. Crews, LSCPE, Watsontown, PA 
Amber M. Simatic, LSCPE, Jefferson, PA 
Toni L. McLaughlin, LSCPE, New Eagle, PA 
Denise Gardner, HORT minor, Robesonia, PA
Benjamin W. Grace, LSCPE, Wernersville, PA 
Marc A. Franks, LSCPE, Richland, NJ
Paul R. Fian, LSCPE, Binghamton, NY

Robert Lamar Skeath Scholarship $ 6820
Matthew R. Madia, LSCPE, Pittsburgh, PA 
Daniel J. Klimas, LSCPE, Youngstown, OH
Timothy L. Basista, LSCPE, Lowellville, OH
Ashley J. Krznaric, LSCPE, Monongahela, PA
Erinn R. Otterson, LSCPE, Enola, PA 
Julianne M. Wilkinson, LSCPE, West Grove, PA 

David Curwen Scholarship Award $605
Karen P. Fahnestock, HORT, Quarryville, PA 

Max & Esther Sestili Memorial Award in LSCPE 
$559
Daniel J. Klimas, LSCPE, Youngstown, OH

Hort Alumni Group Scholarship $1354
Jeffrey M. Gowen, LSCPE, Ebensburg, PA 
Jeoffrey B. Kochem, HORT, Hamilton, NY
Kacee Wheeland, HORT, Port Matilda, PA  

Radley Run Garden Club Scholarship $1513
Matthew C. Froncillo, LSCPE, West Chester, PA 
Eric D. Kobb, LSCPE, Media, PA

Esther Darrow Scholarship $2410
Robert J. Reese, HORT, Carlisle, PA 
Kimberly A. Oellerich, HORT, Matamoras, PA 

Continued on page 6
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Acorn Alcinda Award $1000
Matthew R. Madia, LSCPE, Pittsburgh, PA

Bartlett Tree Foundation Scholarship $ 1000
Erik N. Carson, HORT, Washington, PA

Fred Brown Scholarship $30,000
Mary L. Colson, HORT, Pilesgrove, NJ
Catherine E. Moehle, HORT, Rochester, NY
Diane E. Schramm, HORT, Jeanette, PA
Kathryn L. Sanford, HORT, Wyomissing, PA
Leah E. Ruth, HORT, Lancaster, PA
Patricia E. Stefanick, HORT, Furlong, PA
Bristol E. Konjoian, HORT/ERM, Andover, PA
Stephanie L. Gannon, HORT, Morris Plains, NJ
Carolyn A. Knoop, HORT, State College, PA
Johanna Z. Mirenda, HORT, Roanoke, VA
Jennifer Bixler, HORT, Grantville, PA

PA Agronomic Educational Society $2000
Emily L. Black, HORT, Aspers, PA 
Sarah A. Rhynalds, HORT, State College, PA

weather experienced the ýrst two days seemed to 
good to last, which it didnôt, however that didnôt 
slow down any of the scheduled trips.  In fact, 
the group visited, on average, two signiýcant 
sites each day for their entire trip (rain or shine).  
This required travelling by van and staying in 
Winchester, Bath and Oxford, which were exciting 
to visit in themselves, however the group still 
seemed to enjoy the gardens best.  Some of the 
more popular sites were Stourhead, a landscape 
designed in the English Landscape style (circa 
1750); Hidcote designed and constructed by 
Lawrence Johnson in the mid 20th century; 
Sissinghurst with its mix of Tudor architecture 
and garden rooms created by Vita Sackville-West 
in the 1930ôs & 40ôs; and the medieval Tor just 
outside of Glastonbury.   The general consensuses 
after the trip was over is that everyone would go 
back in a minute.  With this type on enthusiasm 
the landscape contracting program will be trying 
to arrange another study abroad course for spring 
semester 2007.  A ýnal destinations is not ýxed 
but northern Italy, France and Ireland are being 
considered.

Garden Tour Great Success
By: Martin McGann

At the end of spring semester 14 students had 
a wonderful opportunity to travel to England 
with Martin McGann, Dan Stearns and Jamie 
Smith as part of the ýrst ever study abroad course 
in landscape contracting.  This trip was made 
possible in part through the assistance of the college 
and university Study Abroad Ofýces.  Billed as 
the 2005 Garden Tour of England our intrepid 
travelers þew out of Philadelphia to London on 
May 16th and spent their ýrst day of ten days in 
England visiting Hampton Court and doing some 
informal sightseeing.  London and the surrounding 
areas provided opportunities to visit gardens such 
as Kew, St. James Park, and the Chelsea Physic 
Garden, cultural sites like the Tower of London, 
St. Paulôs Cathedral, Westminster Abby and 
other sites such as the Millennium Ferris Wheel, 
Picadilly Circus, the Underground and Broadway 
shows. The beautiful sunny 

Above: Stonehenge

Below: Garden Tour Group



Commencement 

Horticulture B.S. Degree Fall 2004
Elizabeth Bubenheim, Lynn Butler, Christy MacCallum

Horticulture M.S. Degree Fall 2004
Rebecca Wehry

Horticulture Minor Fall 2004
Andrew Bayer, Gwendolyn Crews, Aaron Scordo, Nicole Yesilonis

Landscape Contracting Major Fall 2004
Heather Marcy, Douglas Muth, Andrea Surface, Anna Tunderman

Horticulture B.S. Degree Spring 2005
Meredith Altland, Zachary Danek, Timothy Gebhart, Tarrah Geszvain, Patricia Grim, Ingrid 
Hersh, Messina Hodson, Michael Kovach, Jody Layton, ChristophieLeisher, Katie Palanjian, 
Erika Riker, Graham Sanders, Paul Scanlon, Beth Suloman, Leah Titus, Mary Wiseman

Horticulture M.S. Degree Spring 2005
Christine Thuring

Horticulture Minor Spring 2005
Randi Friesema, Jon Hamilton, Cristen Hetrick, Craig Houp, David King, Robert Lindemuth, 
Anthony Martin, Jason Pastva, Joseph Stitt, Adam Voll

Landscape Contracting Major Spring 2005
Michael Benkovich, Lucinda Bray, Rebecca Conrad, Christophe Dunne, Neil Henry, Brett 
Johnston, Shanna Kimmel, Anthony Martin, Brendan Metcalfe, Neil Mosier, Jason Pastva, 
Christophe Shane, Jeffrey Shugarts, Joseph Stitt

Horticulture B.S. Degree Summer 2005
Heather Marcy, Douglas Muth, Andrea Surface, Anna Tunderman

Horticulture M.S. Degree Summer 2005
Dru Montri, Ann Widrig

Horticulture Minor Summer 2005
Anna Tunderman, Jesse Weaver

Landscape Contracting Summer 2005
Darryl Marshall, Alisa Shetter



Awards and Recognitions
Students
Katrina Getz was the student College Marshall, 
and Dr. Kathleen Brown was the College Faculty 
Marshal at the spring College commencement 
exercises.

Mary Beth Wiseman was the Horticulture 
Standard Bearer and Anthony Martin was 
the Landscape Contracting Standard Bearer at 
Commencement. The College selects students 
based on their high grade point average.

Michael Kovach was the graduating senior with 
the highest cumulative grade point average in the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and he served 
as the Student Marshall at Commencement. Dr. 
Majid Foolad, was Michaelôs faculty mentor and 
served as the College Faculty Marshal. This is the 
second year in a row that a Horticulture student 
has won this award. 

The College of Agricultural Sciences Gamma 
Sigma Delta Graduate and Undergraduate Research 
Expo provided students an opportunity to display 
their research as poster presentations. Michael 
Kovach placed ýrst in the undergraduate division, 
and Mary Beth Wiseman and Graham Sanders 
also placed in the undergraduate competition. 
There were several divisions for graduate students 
and Hamid Ashraý-Nasrabadi placed 5th, Dru 
Montri placed second and Paramita Basu placed 
3rd among the graduate students

Faculty
Robert Berghage, Associate Professor, and Jay 
Holcomb, Professor, were nominated to the 
University Faculty Senate Committee.

Dennis Decoteau, Professor, was nominated as a 
candidate for president of the American Society 
for Horticultural Science.

David Eissenstat, Professor, was named Associate 
Director of the Northeast Regional Center of the 
U.S. Department of Energyôs National Institute

for Climatic Change Research. The Center 
will distribute nearly $2 million to institutions 
proposing research that focuses on how energy 
production and use inþuences climate and 
environment.

Pete Ferretti, Professor, received an award from 
the Pennsylvania Tomato Industry to recognize 
his contributions to the industry.

Majid Foolad, Professor, was nominated to serve 
on the Distinguished Professor Review Panel.

Roger Koide, Professor, presented a lecture at 
North Arizona University on the structuring of 
mycorrhizal fungal communities. He also serves 
on the ecosystems panel for the National Science 
Foundation.    
Jonathan P. Lynch, Professor, was invited to the 
annual ASA/CSSA/SSSA meetings in Seattle to 
give the Howard P. Taylor lecture in root biology, 
and was named a Fellow of the Crop Science 
Society of America. He was named a Distinguished 
Professor of the Mexican Academy of Sciences. 
Jonathan was also the recipient of the 2004 
Alex and Jesse C. Black Award for Excellence 
in Research in recognition for his signiýcant 
accomplishments in agricultural research, and he 
was invited to present a seminar to the College on 
his research.

Richard Marini, Professor, was selected as a 
Fellow of the American Society for Horticultural 
Science. He also received the Carroll R. Miller 
Award from the National Peach Council.
 
Daniel Stearns, Professor, was named to the 
College of Agricultural Sciences Community of 
Teaching Excellence in recognition for his pursuit 
of excellence in teaching and learning in the 
College.

Richard Arteca (Professor) and Robert 
Oberheim (Manager, APD and Horticultural 
Farms) were recognized in December for 25 
years of service to the College of Agricultural 
Sciences.



Horticulture Goes International

Kathy Kelley, Assistant Professor, visited 
Ukraine, where she completed a three-week 
assignment for the Citizenôs Network for Foreign 
Affairs Agribusiness Volunteer Program. During 
the assignment she conducted a three-day 
workshop on business planning and ýnancial 
management and then traveled throughout central 
Ukraine to meet with agribusiness dealers to 
discuss speciýc business planning and ýnancial 
management issues they were experiencing.

Pete Ferretti, Professor, visited Ukraine for the 
fourth time and sixth assignment with Citizens 
Network for Foreign Affairs. He opened a pilot 
project in 2003 aimed at helping small scale and 
women farmers grow pickling cucumbers for a 
cannery in the central region and then followed 
up on this assignment two more times. He also 
helped midsize vegetable producers with growing, 
marketing, budgeting, and planning for large 
storage facilities. 

Ricky Bates, Assistant Professor, gave three 
invited presentations:”Pot-in-pot: A new nursery 
production system”, “Challenges of producing 
large-caliper shade treesô, and 
“ Introducing and promoting new conifers in U.S. 
markets” to the Faculty of Forestry, University of 
Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro.

Jim Sellmer, Associate Professor, participated 
in a ýve-day tour of horticultural production in 
Holland as a member of the Western Extension 
and Research Activity Group #58 (WERA-58) 
which focuses on production, transition handling, 
and reestablishment of perennial nursery stock.

Roger T. Koide, Professor of Horticultural 
Ecology, spent two weeks in China lecturing on 
his research on mycorrhizal symbioses. He gave 
lectures at Shanghai Jiaotong University, Zhejiang 
University, and Zhong Shan University. Dr. Koide 
was also an invited guest at the Institute of Plant 
Physiology and Ecology of the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences, in Shanghai.

Mark Guiltinan (Professor) and Siela 
Maximova (Research Associate) traveled to 
Ecuador to establish a ýeld trial in collaboration 
with researchers from the Nestles Plant Research 
lab in Tours, France. There were 150 cacao plants 
regenerated in tissue culture at PSU from very 
special genotypes that were carried to Ecuador.  
These plants were subsequently planted in a ýeld 
site next to other plants of identical genotype 
generated by the Nestles group by a slightly 
different method.  The objectives of the study are 
to compare the performance of the plants produced 
by the two methods with each other and with plants 
produced by rooted cutting methods that do not 
use tissue culture.  This will be used to validate 
the usefulness of tissue cultured cacao plants for 
real world applications in clonal reproduction of 
important new cacao varieties.
They also visited the National cacao research 
center INIAP and a cacao farmerôs plantation.  
Discussions were held to develop further 
collaborative studies, and a grant proposal was 
submitted to the USDA in an attempt to secure 
funding to support this research.  The aims of 
the additional studies are to further investigate 
cacao propagation and to perform technology 
transfer of the tissue culture and other techniques 
developed at PSU to the National lab and into 
the farmersô ýeld.  In collaboration with the 
laboratory of Dr. Backman of the PSU Dept. of 
Plant Pathology, they also plan to investigate the 
fungal and bacterial microorganisms which grow 
in association with cacao leaves to understand the 
ecology of these interactions and to investigate 
the utility of such microorganisms as biocontrol 
agents for controlling important cacao fungal 
pathogens endemic to Ecuador.

Bill Lamont (Professor), Mike Orzolek 
(Professor), Kathy Demchak (Senior Extension 
Associate) and Elsa Sanchez (Assistant Professor) 
along with Dennis Buckmaster and James 
Garthe from the Department of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineering with cooperation 
and support from Deanna Behring, Director of 
International Programs, College of Agricultural 
Sciences, are working on a project to build 

Continued on page 10
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Horticulture Goes International
extension capacity in the State of Guanajuato. 
These new extension professionals can then assist 
the small Mexican producerôs transition from 
their traditional production of maize to higher 
value horticultural crops utilizing plasticulture 
technology. This project also partners with 
the College of Agriculture at the University of 
Guanajuato, the Ministry of Agriculture in the 
State of Guanajuato and grower cooperatives. 
This fall two Mexican students will receive a 
year of training at PSU.  During the year a total 
of seven students will receive one year of classes 
and “hands on” training in Extension education.

Jonathan Lynch, Professor, has active projects 
involving bean production in China, Latin 
America, and Africa. This year he traveled to 
Austria to advise the international atomic energy 
agency and to Senegal for a USAID/CRSP 
research conference. He will also travel to a 
research conference in Australia.

Visit the Horticulture Department at:
http://horticulture.psu.edu

Horticulture Club
Happenings

The Horticulture Club is moving into the fall 
semester conýdent and ready for the tasks which 
lay ahead of us.  A few of which include the 
2005 Hort Show titled “A Walk in the Park” , the 
promise of a newly-designed landscape for Tyson 
Building which Hort Club has committed $10,000 
to put into effect, our weekly þower sales at the 
HUB which peak at Valentineôs Day, and a number 
of other activities introduced at our bi-weekly 
meetings. Our activities are intended to celebrate 
the University, support the local community, and 
most importantly educate our members about the 
horticulture industry.  

Our ýrst meeting of the semester brought in a 
surprising number of new students who were 
interested in ýnding out what Hort Club is all

about.  We began by outlining the staple items 
which keep all of our active members on their 
toes throughout the semester, but we enticed 
further participation with the promise of trips 
and our own recipes for fun.  For example, Hort 
Club members took a trip into New York City to 
enjoy New York Botanical Gardens and Brooklyn 
Botanical Gardens in October 2004.  Also, during 
the winter season, instead of letting the shadow 
of glooming midterms get us down, we headed to 
the glorious display of winter lights at Longwood 
Gardens.  Its appeal was magniýed by the deeper 
appreciation we had as horticulture students for 
the underlying strength and beauty of nature that 
made the experience possible. As for our recipes 
for fun, when it is time to put work aside, we leave 
our skates at the door and hit the ice.  Broomball 
has become a highly anticipated avenue of relief 
when we have been seeing just a little too much 
green…plants that is, we are not alumni yet. 
Even our meetings are not allowed to continue a 
straight and dull course for too long because we 
are visited by guest speakers such as those who 
are encouraging study abroad opportunities and 
company recruiters exposing us to industry know-
how and advice.  These people are a crucial asset 
for the students because they know our situation 
and the potential for our talents.  At this time we 
would like to extend an invitation to the alumni 
who wish to aid in our preparation for the future.  
You may recall facing these endless and sometimes 
overwhelming opportunities at one time so 
please contact the Horticulture Department who 
in turn can direct you to the professors or club 
supervisors capable of arranging meetings not 
only with the Hort Club, but all students within 
the Department of Horticulture.  Penn State was 
once your resource for information and it still is 
through new students who are ready to bridge that 
gap between college and the industry.  Help them 
across and they will bring you new and energetic 
talent characteristic of Penn State graduates.

Julianne Wilkinson
Horticulture Club Historian


